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Memorandum on the bearing of Inter- 
national Law on -the Slave Trade. 


AT the fifth meeting of the West African 
Conference at Berlin on the 18th December, 
1884, Sir E. Malet handed to the President a 
proposal respecting the Slave Trade, couched in 
the following terms :— 


** Following the principles of international 
law, as they are recognized by the High Con- 
tracting Parties, the Slave Trade in negroes and 
the trade which furnishes negroes for the Slave 
Trade, are forbidden, and it is the duty of all 
nations to suppress them as much as possible.” 


Sir E. Malet, in support of ‘his motion, then 
spoke as follows :— 

“The Slave Trade in negroes has been pro- 
hibited by civilized Europe by means of— 

* A Declaration of the Congress of Vienna of 
the 8th February, 1815. 

“The same question was discussed in the Con- 
ference of Aix-la-Chapelle in 1818, and finally— 

“At the Congress of Verona, a Resolution, 
dated the 28th November, 1822, proclaimed the 
commerce of African negroes to be culpable and 
illicit, ‘a pest which has too long desolated 
— degraded Europe, and afflicted humanity.’ 


CONFIDENTIAL. ‘ 
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Foreign Office, 
November 9, 1889. 
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